INTRODUCTORY
to the Sermon on the Mount; and when the Duce
disappoints all Christian expectation, Mr. Cham-
berlain turns again to his commercial axiom that
morals have nothing to do with business. It is a queer
pattern of statesmanship; and I cannot but think
it a degenerate one. It is completely confusing to the
moral sense of the nation.
The moral sense of a nation in matters of politics is
always inchoate and rudimentary; quickly weary of
well-doing and only too eager to relax into quiescence.
It is the task of the statesman to give it a lead, to
elicit the unformed thought from its dumb cradle.
When the democratic statesman fails to give a moral
lead to his countrymen in time of crisis, he fails it
completely. Ever since the war, our democratic
statesmen have failed us in Britain. Mr. Lloyd George
failed us in 1918-19, and since then the process has
been continuous. In Mr. Chamberlain democratic
statesmanship has fairly run to seed. British demo-
cracy, under his leadership, has no idea what it stands
for, or whether it stands for anything at all.
We had better try to find out, before it is too late.
I should not in normal circumstances, have dreamed
of offering myself as a proper person to attempt such
an inquiry. But the circumstances are not normal.
Perhaps they never will be again. At any rate, I know
by experience that these are times when it is impossible
to prevent one's thoughts from returning again and
again to the deepest questions of political morality.
I am, alas, only a tyro in these realms; but to impor-
tunate questions to which one can get no satisfying
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